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Insurance

First Response to Fire

Many people purchase homeowners insur-
ance to help repair and rebuild after afire, but
have you overlooked a primary issue? What
will you do if you and your family are home at
the time the fire breaks out?

+ Do you have warning
devices? From extensive secu-
rity systems to battery-operat-
ed smoke alarms available at
any local store, install some
form of device that will pro-
vide awarning should exces-
sive heat and smoke appear.
Those few seconds or minutes
of warning are often the differ-
ence between tragedy and safety. Also be cer-
tain your devices are kept in top operating
condition. Test them at regular intervals, and
be sure to replace the batteries at least twice a
year to assure freshness.

+ Do you have escape plans, and have you
practiced them? Children particularly need to
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know exactly what to do when an alarm goes
off - the path they are to take out of the
house; alternative paths; what parent to seek
out and where; what neighborsto go to if
Mom or Dad can't be found. If escape plans
require equipment, such as a
ladder, check it for good oper-
ation and practice on it.

+ Do you have fire extin-
guishers of the proper types
readily available? Make sure
they're fully charged and
adults know how to use them.

We have information to help
you with your fire escape
plans. While we are focused on making sure
you have the proper insurance coverage for
rebuilding, we never lose sight of the real pri-
orities. With abit of advanced planning and
easy additions to your home, you can maxi-
mize the protection for your true assets at risk
in ahome fire - your loved ones.

Not Just for Dummies!

f you have questions about insurance, you

know we're here to help at any time. But
we know many of you like to do a bit of
reading and research on your own. So why
not learn from a person who has a real
knack with an explanation and example
and pick up a copy of Insurance for
Dummies.

"Dummies" books are one of the largest
and most successful troves of self-help
books ever published. In fact, it is hard to
think of a topic there isn't a "Dummies"”
book about. Their hallmark is simplicity, a
light style (including cartoons) and decent

information. The author of this volume,

Jack Hunglemann, is a successful agent with
more than 25 years in the business, and it
shows. His knowledge and advice is practical
and clear. His examples and tales of client
dilemmas ring true. Any reader will pick up
quite a few great tips about every type of
personal insurance - auto, home, life, and
health.

Available at bookstores or your local
library, this book is a good read. And once
you've read up on whatever insurance topic
i nterests you, give one of our experts a call
to talk it over. They'll be glad to give you
further details on how to make your per-

sonal coverage program even better.::



Common
Homeowner
Exclusions

omeowners insurance is con-
H sidered by many to be the
universal coverage. Yet it can vary
greatly in scope of coverage.
Coverage can range from basic

(e.g., HO-1) to comprehensive
(e.g., HO-3). According to the
National Association of Insurance
Commissioners, more than 84% of
homeowners have an HO-3 or
higher policy. And while the HO-3
is quite broad, there are still a
number of exclusions in the cover-
age.

Among some of the more
important exclusions are:

Termite, cockroach, or rat
infestation - these are typically
considered wear and tear;-

¢ Vandalism and malicious mis-
chief if the dwelling has been
vacant for more than 30 days;

» Freezing of pipes in an unoc-
cupied or vacant structure;.

* [ntentional damage,;

* Flooding; and

e Earthquake.

Individual homeowners needs
can vary greatly, so it is good to
have a specialist review your pro-
gram. Our agency would be
happy to review your current pro-
tection and make suggestions as
appropriate. Just give us a call.

Winter Wonderland

For many areas in the country, road
construction finally has come to a
stop. The bad news is that it is about
to be replaced by another driving
challenge - winter weather. It's that
time of the year, when everyone has to
relearn how to drive on snow and ice.
People quickly forget how difficult it
becomes to stop in short distances.
There are many actions you can take
to reduce the number and seriousness
of winter auto accidents: The effects

* Respect the winter weather. Plan
extra time for a trip in the winter.

e Don't get SUV overconfident.
While SUVs can get you through
tougher conditions, they do not stop
any faster.

* Wear your safety belt. Always a
good idea, in the winter it becomes a

must.

For the Love of Art

eturns from investments in
the stock market are
difficult to find. As a resuilt,
investors struggle to find alter-
natives. Among
the more popu-
|ar alternatives
are collectibles.
And why not?
Collectibles rep-
resent tangible
assets that typi-
cally rise in
value over time.
Collectibles
range from comic books to coins
and can include just about any-
thing a person is willing to put
their money into. One group of
collectibles getting a lot of

* Don't drink and drive. The effects
of alcoho]l on re action times become greater in the winter,

greater in the winter.

* Winterize your vehicle's safety
kit. You should include such things
as a blanket, a small shovel, sand,
jumper cables and an ice scraper/
brush.

With proper planning, you can be
prepared for inclement weather and

make all your winter travels safe.

attention today is quality art-
work, since unlike Enron or
WorldCom stock, it is unlikely
to become worthless. While
research has
shown  that
over the long-
term buying art
can be as lucra-
tive as buy-
ing stock, most
experts agree
that you should
only buy pieces
that you like.
Should the art bug bite you,
make sure to change your
insurance coverage to address the
new values. Our agency will be
happy to assist you in this area. ®
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